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Research in this project has continued to provide positive results regarding the suitability of selected size controlling rootstocks for peach and nectarine production in California.  Two rootstocks (P30-135 and K146-43) have been patented and released to commercial nurseries for propagation.  They are commercially available as Controller 9 and Controller 5, respectively.  Controller 9 (P30-135) produces trees that are approximately 90% the size of trees on standard rootstocks (Nemaguard or Nemared) but with significantly less dense canopies.  Controller 5 (K146-43) produces trees that are approximately 50% of trees on standard rootstocks and also with less dense canopies.  Trees on the Hiawatha rootstock, also identified as a size controlling rootstock in this project, grow to be approximately 70% of trees on standard, vigorous rootstocks.  One-half of the trees on each rootstock in this trial were topped to 8 feet in September 2005 and 2006 while the remaining one-half of the trees were topped at 11 feet.  The severe topping treatment demonstrated the production potential of the more dwarfing rootstocks in the trial to be used in truly “pedestrian” orchards where most tree management is done from the ground.  Trees on Controller 5 and Hiawatha were very manageable at the short tree height and produced few excessive watersprouts whereas the trees on Nemaguard were much too vigorous for such pruning to be practical in commercial orchards.  The harvest data from this plot is still being analyzed and will be available for the final report.

