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Summary

The objective of this project was to select rootstocks that are tolerant or resistant to the canker disease caused by the bacterium Pseudomonas syringae.  Twenty-three rootstocks, including the two controls, Nemaguard and Lovell, were grafted with Ross and planted in a field site near the Stanislaus River that has very course sandy soil and a history of bacterial canker problems.   

The year 2006 was the last one in taking data related to tree size and cropping.  The farmer pulled out several trees that were affected by the canker and replaced them with Ross on Lovell trees.  We continued in taking canker data on the remaining experimental trees.  Symptoms of canker continued to spread on some of the rootstocks at the beginning of April and were more pronounced in the last week of the same month. Trees on the following rootstocks were killed by canker in the year 2007: P30-135 (3 trees), St. Anthony (4 trees), Prunus subhirtella (3 trees) and Nickles (4 trees).  At this time trees on HBOK1, HBOK15, HBOK17, Flordaguard, Weeping peach, Compass, P. mira, Guardian, Viking and Lovell appear to be performing the best with respect to bacterial canker.

